SCIENCE FAIR – LIT REVIEW PAPER

Purpose:

To gather background about your science fair topic and to organize the information in a useful, meaningful format.

Organization of Content:

Paragraph 1 should be an introduction to the project and a brief overview of what will be covered.

Paragraph 2 should provide information about your subjects and variables – scientific names, active ingredients, purpose of product, history of uses, life cycle, etc.

Paragraph 3 should present information about previous related studies conducted by other scientists – you want to build on the work of others, not copy or repeat it.  Also you can look at previous research to see what worked and what didn’t in the experimental procedure.

Paragraph 4 should explain the real world application of your topic.  Provide information about how your topic is related to some important issue today, how will someone or some group use the results of your study, is the topic you chose worth spending time and money on based on current standards of importance.

Paragraph 5 should be the conclusion where the info given in the paper is tied together with any information that may be relevant and unique to your research topic.

Format:

Descriptive (detailed) title

5 paragraphs as described above

Typed, double-spaced, 12 pt font

Bibliography in APA format on a separate page (final page of paper); sources should be in ALPHABETICAL
ORDER by first author’s last name.

Internal citations in APA format; each source must be cited at least once to be included in the bibliography
Use third person – no “I” or “you”

Sources/Documentation:

All sources must be cited internally and in a bibliography.  Please use APA formatted citations.  Use at least 5 sources. No encyclopedias, no .com or .net sites, at least 3 professional journals.  Consider professional interviews as sources.

How will you use this paper?

You will use the info from this research paper to design elements of your experiment.  When you interpret your results and “write up” your experiment and results, you may draw from this paper to write your introduction, conclusion, and to help you interpret your results.  Further, this research paper will be kept in your Science Fair folder along with your logbook.  It is important to keep ALL drafts, do not throw anything away!

Quality

Be neat, be thorough, and use correct grammar and punctuation.  Plagiarism will result in a zero and will also be reported to parents, assistant principals, and coaches.  To avoid this, ALWAYS give appropriate credit to all sources.  Ask your teacher questions for clarification when necessary.
Researching

Using note cards is an easy way to organize your research and keep track of your sources.  Simply place all bibliographic information from one source on a note card.  Assign a unique number to that card.  When writing down facts from that source to use in your paper, record one fact on a note card and label card with the corresponding source number.  You can use this to keep track of what fact came from what source.  You can also arrange the note cards to help you organize your thoughts when you begin to write your paper!


