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C103 * 841-4127 * erin.kowalik@austinisd.org * kowalikclass.weebly.com

Course Objective

Biology is the study of all living things and how they interact with their environment.  In this class, we will focus on discovering the heart of biology through interactive labs, lectures, activities, and class discussions.

Curriculum

Biology is taught using the state TEKS as a curriculum guideline.  For additional information on the TEKS: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/teks/
Fall Topics:
Biomolecules
Cell Structure & Processes
Cell Membrane & Homeostasis
Cell Cycle
Cellular Energy
Health & Microbes 
Human System Interactions
Plant System Interactions


Science Fair

All students are required to complete a science fair project.  Students will be given guidance in class but will be expected to complete the actual work at home.  Various teachers are available to supervise experimentation in their labs according to ISEF requirements.  For additional information, go to http://sciencefest.org,  http://www.sciserv.org/isef/,  and check my teacher website.
Class Expectations

All school rules & policies will be enforced.  In addition, please take note of the following:

· Speak respectfully and respect the speaker.

· Come to class on time and ready to work.

· Follow directions and stay on task
This class is structured around working in cooperative learning teams.  If you are absent, you should check your folder for your handouts.  You should consult the website and your teammates for missed work.  If you need additional clarification, please ask me.

	Everyday you will need:

· 1 composition book (science fair)
· 1   3-subject or 5-subject spiral
(will be used all year long)
· Pens, pencils 
	Class Donations by Class Period

1st – Pair of scissors 
7th – Pack of pens or pencils
*all students are expected to bring a donation



Safety Policy

Student safety is of utmost importance.  Violation of lab safety rules results in removal from lab activities that day and a grade of 0 on unfinished work.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to practice academic integrity at all times.  Copying, cheating, or plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment.  This includes copying while working in a group as well.  Please refer to the Bowie Academic Integrity Policy for complete consequences.

Late Work

Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period.  All assignments are expected to be turned in on or before the due date.  Late assignments can be turned in for no more than a 50 and might receive less than a 50 based on amount correct and time late.  
Projects will be counted 10 points off per school day late.
Make-Up Work

It is your responsibility to find out what you missed while you were gone and make up all work in a timely manner.  Check the website, consult your teammates and your folder, and if necessary, check with me.
If you are absent…

On a day an assignment is due, you must turn in the assignment the day you return.

On a day a short-term assignment is given (less than 4 days), you have an extra block past the original due date.

On a day a long-term assignment is given (more than 4 days), you must turn in the assignment on the original due date.  

On the class day before a test, you must take the test with the rest of the class.

On the day of a test, be prepared to take the test on the class day that you return.  
Grading Policy

60% Tests, Major Projects
30% Quizzes, Lab 
10% Daily grades, Homework                                           

Grade Improvement

The student may substitute their lowest test grade for the six weeks with their six weeks test grade up to an 85 if it improves their grade.
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