PreAP Biology Research Plan Rubric

	Rationale
	               22
Addresses all parts of the prompt completely:

-Scientific background and previous research

-Why your experiment is important scientifically

- How your experiment could have societal impact (REAL WORLD APPLICATION!)

Provides evidence from multiple sources to support. (APA citations)
	                 17
Addresses only 2 out of the three parts of the prompt with evidence from multiple sources.
	                     12
Incompletely addresses prompt with evidence from sources
	       2

No sources.
OR

Totally off topic
	          0 

No rationale

	Hypothesis
	              15
Testable!  If, then format.  Independent variable and dependent variable correctly placed
	                12

No If, then format
-OR-

Incorrect IV/DV
	                    7

No If, then format
-AND-

Incorrect IV/DV
	       2 

Not testable
	          0 

No hypothesis

	Method
	               22 

Numbered list with complete sentences.
Anyone can follow the directions.

Materials listed specifically with amounts and brands (if applicable)
Actually tests the hypothesis.
FUTURE TENSE.
	                17
Numbered list with complete sentences.

Directions are difficult to follow – missing steps or some steps unclear. (OR Not future tense)

Materials listed less specifically.

Actually tests the hypothesis.
	                    12
Not a numbered list or not complete sentences.
Directions cannot be followed.

Materials might not be listed.

Doesn’t test the hypothesis.


	        2 

Totally off topic
	           0 

No method

	5 Source Total
	                 3

Has 5 sources
	
	
	
	            0

Less than 5 sources

	      3 Academic    

         journals
	                8
Has 3 academic journals
	
	
	
	            0

Less than 3 academic journals

	     APA Format
	               8
All in APA format
	
	                   5

Most in APA format
	
	            0

Few/none in APA format

	     Internal citations
	                8
All internally cited correctly
	
	                   5
Most internally cited correctly
	      3
Few internally cited
	            0

None internally cited

	Overall:
	
	
	
	
	

	     Grammar
	(7 pts) No “I”.  Correct sentence structure. -1 pt for each error (Up to -7)

	     Spelling
	(7 pts) -1 pt for each error (Up to -7)


