NAME:___________________________________________________________ DATE:___________________PERIOD:________


GRAPHING CHECKLIST

	CRITERIA
	MY  CHECK
	SAMPLE CHECK

	Is there a title (The effect of…) ?
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Is the graph type (line, bar, circle) the correct choice for the message to be communicated and data selected?
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Did you place your variables on the proper axes? 

X- Independent (Manipulated) Variable    Y- Dependent (Responding) Variable
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Are the minimum and maximum values on your X & Y axes logical? (Does it fit the graph?)
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Did you label your axes including units of measurement (meters, grams, minutes, etc)?  Labels are appropriate for size for graph.  Labels horizontal where possible.
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Is each data point easy to read?  Data are not too few or too numerous for chosen graph type.  [You may need to use averages!]
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Did you include a key?  Is it neat and easy to understand?
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Does the graph make sense when shown to someone not familiar with subject or study?
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Glitz such as bright colors, distracting fonts, backgrounds, 3-D, and borders kept to absolute minimum.  Simplicity rules.
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO


Directions:  After creating your graph(s), go through the checklist yourself to check for completeness.  Ask a peer or adult to check the details on your graph as well.

