The Abstract 

Quiz Grade Due on turnitin.com on Jan 17 for all
The first part of a scientific publication is the abstract.  The abstract answers the general question, “What is it all about?”  Usually brief, abstracts in professional journals summarize the essential information for the reader.  Although the abstract appears first in the paper, it is written last.

No more than 200-250 words, the abstract is a condensed paragraph of the most important ideas in a technical or scientific paper.  In other words, it summarizes the significant ideas from introduction, Methods and materials, results, and conclusions.  It mirrors the content and organization of the paper.

The body of the abstract consists of six sections each no more than one or two sentences.  Following the rules for the content of these parts will make writing abstracts easy.  Abstracts are the most read of scientific writings, which gives them special importance.  Clear communication of even complicated ideas and experiments is aided by good abstract writing skills.

The scientific abstract is not a novel and is not merely a summary of your results.  It is a clear exposition of the nature of the problem, your method of attack, your results, and what they mean.  Writing good abstracts is a skill to be mastered.  Following the ‘formula’ will help you to write better abstracts.

Title – Abstracts begin with a title.  The title should be short and without being overly general should convey the scope of the work.  The format ‘The effect of <indep. var.> on <dep. var.> (scientific name) gives the major details of ExD in a quick glance.

Author and Address – Identify yourself and how you can be reached by other scientists.  In this class, your address is Bowie High School, Austin, TX

Content –

State the general problem.

State the specific problem.

Describe the method.  Tell what you did. (How did you solve the problem?)

Summarize your specific results.

State your main conclusion.

Relate your results to the general problem.  (What the big picture/ real world application?)
Do not just fill out the template.  You must make this into a paragraph.
Abstract Template

(do NOT turn in this worksheet, this is a draft – you must take this info and turn it into a PARAGRAPH!!!)

Title: ___________________________

Name: ____________________________________

School: ____Bowie High School, Austin Texas_____

Purpose of project/experiment:

· An introductory statement of the reason for the investigating the topic of the project
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
· A statement of the problem &/or the hypothesis being studied
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Summarize procedures, emphasizing the key points or steps:

· A summarization of the key points and an overview of how the investigation was conducted

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· Omit details about materials used unless it greatly influenced the procedure or was developed for the investigation.

· An abstract should only include procedures done by the student. Work done by a mentor or prior to student involvement must not be included.

Detail succinctly observations/data/results:

· This section should provide key results that lead directly to the conclusions you have drawn. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

· It should not give too many details about the results nor include tables or graphs.

State conclusions/applications.

· Conclusions from the investigation should be described briefly.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
· The summary paragraph should reflect on the process, and state some applications and extensions of the project. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
· An abstract does not include a bibliography.
